The earthquake that killed more than 50,000 people in Iran was part of a normal pattern that included quakes in California, New
Caledonia, Panama, Mexico and Indonesia in the last two weeks, the US Geological Survey said on Friday.

"We are in the norm of earthquake activity," seismologist Jim Devine said at the US agency that monitors earthquakes.

"We would need several more large earthquakes before we start considering something unusual,”" he said.

Asked whether any of these quakes were related, Devine said, "The short answer is, no they're not. The long answer is, of course,
the entire Earth i1s always in some state of energy release. There are periods when there is more energy release than other times."

The Earth is made up of almost a dozen plates that can collide and release energy, and it is this energy release that creates the
earthquake, Devine said. But he stressed that a quake on one side of the Earth does not trigger one on the other side.

"Ninety-five percent of the time they appear to be quite random," Devine said.

"T haven't seen anything in this current pattern that would indicate that it's out of the ordinary," he said.
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